Transactions of the American Medical Association.
[Oct.
Art. VIII. May, 1850 . A high and laudable tone seems to have prevailed throughout all the proceedings, and we do not find in the present Reports any of those inconsistencies we felt it requisite to comment upon in their predecessors. On the present occasion our task will simply consist in bringing under the notice of our readers some of the most prominent points contained in the Reports of the respective committees, which were charged with the management of the details of the business of the Association upon the occasion of its second meeting.
Medical Education.?Little progress, we are sorry to find, has been made in improving the glaring defects which we adverted to in our notice of the former volumes; and which are thus tersely summed up in the present report. " The opinions relate chiefly to conclusions, thought to be deducible from the facts. So far as they have assumed a definite form, they assert, first, in general terms, that the system of medical education, in this country, is defective. Second, that it is so, because the number of schools is too great, their situation (in many cases) bad, their instructors too few, their students and graduates too many, the time devoted to instruction too short, the quantity too limited, the quality too superficial, the bestowal of honours too profuse, and the mode of bestowal too unrestricted ; all this involving, inevitably, a depreciation of the profession, and an impairment of the dignity, honour, and usefulness of the healing art." (p. 14G.) What can be more distressing to high-minded members of the profession, than finding the directors and teachers of the various schools, in place of vying with each other in the extent of the field of study they offer to the pupil, and appealing to all the better feelings that should actuate him, outbidding each other with promises of the shortness of their courses, the exemption of certain objects of study of vital importance, the easiness of their examinations, and the cheapness of their wares ? And yet such a state of things is far more easily deplored than amended; for the interests, sordid as they are, to be opposed, are numerous and powerful; and little effect seems as yet to have attended the appeals of the Association. "Neither of the parties most interested seems willing to assume the responsibility.
The student dislikes to have his self-complacency offended: the practitioner fears to hazard the good will of the student; and the school, it is feared, is often too anxious, lest the portal of some active rival should be found of easier access than its own." We much doubt whether either of the above "parties" are those who are most interested in the change ; for we are at a loss to understand how the un- fortunate public is to be efficiently supplied by such means as those deprecated. Difficult as any legislative interference in such matters is in this country, it is absolutely unavailing in one composed of numerous independent states, as America; and whatever good is to be accomplished will be only effected by influencing public opinion in a more indirect manner.
As the first step towards this, it is consoling to find so important a body as tlie Association basing every professional aspiration upon this first great preliminary requirement?improved medical education ; a position, in (vol. V, p. 477 .)
The present Volume also contains some interesting reports upon Hygiene, to which we may advert at another opportunity, in connection with other works we have received on that subject from the same source.
